Introduction
Ampullariidae Gray are freshwater snails predominantly distributed in humid tropical and sub-tropical habitats in Africa, Asia and South and Central America. They include the largest of all freshwater snails (Pomacea maculata Perry can attain a shell height of >165 mm; Hayes et al. 2012 ) and frequently constitute a major portion of the native freshwater mollusc faunas of these regions.
Ampullariidae (junior synonym Pilidae Preston; Cowie 1997b; ICZN 1999a) are operculate snails and basal members of the Caenogastropoda. The family is in the superfamily Ampullarioidea within the informal group Architaenioglossa Haller (shown to be paraphyletic by Harasewych et al. 1998) , which also includes the Jeroen Goud, Bram van der Bijl and Robert Moolenbeek (RMNH), Ronald Jannsen (SMF), Ira Richling (SMNS), Taehwan Lee (UMMZ), Matt Lowe and Richard Preece (UMZC), Robert Hershler and Ellen Strong (USNM), Pavel Kijashko (ZIN), Matthias Glaubrecht, Frank Köhler and Christine Zorn (ZMB), Martin Sørensen and Tom Schiøtte (ZMUC) and Enrico Schwabe (ZSM). I thank Philippe Bouchet and Neal Evenhuis for nomenclatural advice and discussion, and Thierry Backeljau, Ken Hayes, Alan Kabat, Yuri Kantor, Eike Neubert, Winston Ponder, Silvana Thiengo and Jackie van Goethem for additional discussion, in some cases extensive, help with literature and/or help with locating type material. Gene Coan and Frank Köhler reviewed the manuscript and Marta deMaintenon guided its publication. This work is part of a project funded in part by NSF grant DEB0949061.
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